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Claims 1-10. 12-15 and 25-44 are presently pending in this application. 

ri«im 44 is a new method claim which is supported at least by 

which are supported at least by paragraph [0048]. 

Claims 2, 4 and 5 are amended to correct Cairn onions unrelated to noveity or 
obviousness. 

No new matter is added by the present amendments. 

The Office Action states that previousiy presented olaims 27-41 are 
matter that is restricted In accordance with the restriction requirement ma.led October 4, 
2005. The Applicant withdraws claims 27-41 with traverse. 

^ntions of claim s 1-5. 7-15, 
(US 2004/0114859 A1) 

For anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102, the reference "must teach even, aspect of*, 
calmed invention either explicitly or impliedly. Any feaure not direct* laugh, must be 
inherently present." (MPEP §706.02). "A claim is anticipated only if each and every 
e ,emen, as se, forth in fhe claim Is found, e*er express* or Inherently desonbecUn ^ 
single prior art reference." yerdegaL Pms. v. Union Si! On of Sato 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 

The Office Action (OA) states that Colgan e. al. teaches all aspect de.ai.ed in claims 1- 
5 7-15 and 25-26. This is no, exact. Particularly, *te cited prior art does no. tndude 
even, element of independent Calm ,. The OA inconec«y submits that Cctgan e, * 
rtiscose, preparing a "sealed assembly" (referring to F,g. 6(a). items 23 and 
Colgan e, al.), and polishing a firs, and of the sealed assembly at an angle (refernng 
Fig. 6(b) and later to Paragraphs [0068] and [0073]). Colgan e, al. does not d,solosa a 
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, rf .mblv" as in claim 1. It is dear t.om Rfl. 6(a) and 6(b) that the assambly la 
-seated assembly as « cla m ^ and paragraph 

not sealed. Parasraph 6S teaches ang .polishing to form an 

73 teaches polishing, grounding and dicing. Colgan only states poire g 

annular facer in Paragraph 1007 9 ) and Fig. 10, but never explains the process ot 

ZlgTul an angular ,ace, in a way tha, (he assembiy remains undamage * n 

Colgan et a,„ (he unsealed and thus exposed fibers would indeed be 

,he polishing step. The polishing step in Coigan a, a-, oanno, be done 

the optica, fibers are assembled In the V-groovaa since the assembly ,s ctoadynot 

sealed. The illustration below should be helpful in providing a better understand of 

the issues. 
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Not a "sealed assembly" 
Before 



Not a "sealed assembly" 
After 

(Tip out of v-groovB and broken) 




Sealed Assembly 
(optical fiber is protected) 



Furthermore, since Colgan et a., does not disclose sealing the optical fibers in the V- 
grooves Colgan et al. never discloses ensuring that the optica, fibers are well seated ,n 
the V-grooves during polishing, as stated in claim 2. The sheet of material used to sea. 
the assembly must be present while the polishing is done as explained above and thus 
can only be removed once the polishing is done, and in such a way to keep the optical 
fibers in place (like using a chemical treatment, lapping and polishing, as deta.led ,n 
paragraph 10059] and stated in new claims 42-43). 

The Applicant respectfully submits that Colgan et al. does not anticipate independent 
claim 1 because the prior art does not teach every aspect of the claimed invent.cn 
either explicitly or impliedly. Colgan et al. does not either suggest the claimed invent.on 
or motivate a person skilled in the art to derive the subject matter of claim 1 and hence 
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^ toregolng argument also app.y h response to M , hat 

r 7 is and 25-26. which all depend on dam ™e «PP 

O^j, eg jasaana "" riPr as 1 IS(? * m 

. »„d the claim dependencies, all further rejections 
ln ^ew o, the above arguments an . « ^ » ^ ^ ^ „ a| . in ^ 

,„ ^ o, .a .oregoing arguments, — ^ ££2 SET- 
^;:-rr^T. Pt, a, and a - - 
Allowance is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bolston, David Robert Cameron 
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